
 

FDR’s edit on the 
draft of the 
document.  

Change for meaning, 
tone, clarity, or a 
combination of the 3? 

Using the meaning of 
the words/phrases, 
support your choice 
from column two. 

Did the change 
strengthen or weaken 
the speech? Why or 
how? 

Changed “world 
history” to “infamy” 

combo Meaning - more easy 
to remember just like 
the date/event 
Tone - shorter 
Clarity - better 
definition of event & 
date 

Strengthened - the 
line is still 
remembered over 
100 years later 
 

Changed 
“simultaneously” to 
“Suddenly” 

clarity “Simultaneously and 
deliberately” sounds 
like too much to say 
and hard to 
comprehend. 
“Suddenly and 
deliberately” sounds 
better and gives 
clearer meaning to 
the speech.  

Strengthened - 
makes more sense, 
clearer, appeals to 
the pathos of 
listeners/readers 

Added “war has 
existed”  

Tone & clarity Tone - sounds better 
Clarity - makes more 
sense 

Strengthened - made 
more memorable 

 


